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Animal immigrants go native in California
Hundreds of invasive animal species have established themselves in California, where many are capable of creating economic or 
ecological disasters. They arrived in many ways. Some were introduced as game, such as the wild turkey and the ringneck pheasant. 
Red fox escaped from fur farms. African clawed frogs were lab animals and pets. Green crabs are thought to have arrived in ballast water.  
Here are a few of the animal immigrants that have become ubiquitous in California:  

House sparrow
Range: Common throughout 
California in areas of human 
habitation.
Facts: Detrimental to many
native bird species because it
takes over nest sites.
How it got here: Imported from 
Europe to the Eastern U.S. in the 
1800s; believed to have come 
west with the railroads. First 
reported in the 1870s in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.

Parakeets and parrots
Range: Southern California,
Bakersfield, San Francisco Bay
Area. Common species include 
the rose-ringed parakeet, red
crowned parakeet and mitred
parakeet. 
Facts: Not considered pests at 
this time.
How they got here: Various 
species from Mexico, Central 
and South America, India and
Africa were set free into the wild
through deliberate or accidental 
releases from homes, pet stores 
or aviaries.

Bullfrog
Range: Widespread in the state 
near lakes, streams, irrigation 
ditches and ponds, except at very
high elevations. It requires a 
permanent water source.
Facts: Believed to be driving some 
native frog species to extinction. 
The largest true frog in North 
America, bullfrogs prey on insects,
crustaceans, snakes, birds, mice 
and frogs, including other 
bullfrogs.
How it got here: In the late 1800s 
to early 1900s, for their 
meaty legs.

Rock dove (common pigeon)
Range: Throughout California 
except at the highest elevations 
and in very arid regions.  
Facts: Considered the No. 1 bird
pest in the U.S. In captivity,
pigeons can live up to 15 years,
but about 30% of the wild
population dies each year.
How it got here: Native to Europe 
and North Africa, domesticated
rock doves were believed to have 
been brought to North America by
European settlers as early as the 
1600s. It is now found throughout 
the world.

House mouse
Range: Almost anywhere there 
are people.
Facts: Because of its affinity for 
living near people, it doesn't 
compete with native rodents.
How it got here: Native to
Central Asia, but left the wilds to 
live around people with the
development of agriculture and
permanent settlements over 
10,000 years ago. Spread with
humans to much of the world.

Sources: California Department of Fish and Game, California Parrot Project, University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, Columbia University Introduced Species Summary Project

Virginia opossum
Range: Common in areas west of 
the Sierra in a variety of habitats 
including woodlands, agricultural
and residential areas. Prefers
areas near water sources.
Facts: Only marsupial native to 
North America. Not considered a 
threat to native species; rarely
lives longer than 18 months 
because of predation and run-ins
with vehicles.
How it got here: Believed to have 
been introduced in the San Jose 
area as a game animal (for its 
meat and pelt) in the late 1800s or 
early 1900s.
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Sparrow
Passer domesticus
Length: 5-6 1/2”

Possum
Didelphis virginiana
Length: 25- 40”

Female has fur-lined
abdominal pouch

Pigeon
Columba livia
Length: 13 1/2”

Bullfrog
Rana catesbeiana
Length: 3 1/2-8”

Mouse 
Mus musculus
Length: 5 1/8-7 3/4”
(tail accounts for more than half)

Rose-ringed parakeet
Psittacula krameri
Length: Average 16”
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Oreck Cleaning Systems
We have a limited 

number of these special value 
cleaning systems!

Full 3-year Warranty!

Try it, then buy it!
BOTH VACUUMS ONLY

$299.95
Oreck XL® features:
• Weighs just 8 lbs.
• Picks up pollen, pet hair,

dust, even dust mites in 
one pass.

• Top-fill bag= no dust.
• Long 25-foot cord.
• 10-yr. warranty on the 

housing.

Compact Vac features:
• Weighs just 5 lbs.
• Strong enough to pick-

up a 16 lb. bowling ball.™
• Comes with 8 tools.
• 2-ply disposable bags.
• 2-yr. warranty on parts and

labor.Simply Amazing.®

© Oreck Holdings, LLC 2001. All rights reserved. All word marks and product configurations are owned and used under the authorization of Oreck Holdings, LLC.

OVER 450 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE

STOP BY FOR A TEST DRIVE.
It’s the easy way to experience 

Oreck quality firsthand.
~ David Oreck

LONG BEACH • (562) 980-1500
570 Pine Ave. (South of the Long Beach Press Telegram)
PASADENA • (626) 564-0080
500 S. Lake Ave. (Across from Border’s Books & Music)
SANTA MONICA • (310) 656-7893
1605 Montana Ave. (16th & Montana Ave.)
CERRITOS • (562) 924-5200
11306 E. South St. (Hof’s Hutt/Toys R Us Center)
TORRANCE • (310) 534-8894
24667-B Crenshaw Blvd. (Next to Home Depot)

+See store for details.

259 S. Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills

310.888.7725 Terms: Cash, Check, Credit Card

Open: Mon. – Sat. 10 – 6

BEVERLY HILLS JEWELERS SINCE 1974

VALIDATED PARKING AT 315 S. BEVERLY DRIVE WITH ANY PURCHASE
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OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR

Don't miss
the biggest
savings of
the year!

YEAR END

CLEARANCE


